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For Valentine’s Day,
Art in a Candy Box

INDA DHERECTOR IS a lible too fond
dark checolate, which is why she's

grateful for the wrapper on ber newest
chocodale bar: It features & vintage "i0s
pimup girl, 'H"l.'-l-l'LTlE . lacy negligee
decorated wilh rhinestones. “Too pretty
o mwrap,” says bMs. Derector. a New
York real-eatate apent. At $15 a pop,

Wrappers 1o ooloned
cocoa-butber designs. In the
process, they re churming out
chocolate that qualifies as eye candy.

“Chocolate had mever been pretty,”
says Joseph Schmidi, a Sam Francisoo
chorolatier. “Thal always seemed a
tragedy fo me.” So last vear, be added
“Mosaic™ chocodabes to his line of
trufiles. Mr. Schmidt hangd-colors esch
ome in red, yellow amd white patterns
worlliy of a decent neckbie, Now
they're one of e company's
bestsellemi=ihe 15000 hearl-shaped
baxes made for Yalentine's Day have
sold oit, he says,

Taking chotolate design ingide the
box makes sense fn an era thsl exalis
presemtabion, from high-siybe Christmas
wrap b0 deskgner playing cards. Plis,
s an casy way lor makers o gel o on
trepdds: Al French choeolabe maker
Richari. one of the newest boxes of

bonbons features the American fag in a
wavy abtstract pattern,

A few chocolate makers admii their
prime passion isn't chocolate, but
design, “Ar shouldn't have 1o hang on
the wall,” says Maribel Licberman, a
former fashion designer who introduced
the plnug-girl chocolates in December at
I;::tlb:p MarieBelle Chooolates, in Now

Mi. Lieberman uses fashion
techmology —sllk-screening —to make
codorful prints Aght an her chomlates
(5120 each). Most designs are abstract:
& handial are recognizable, such 1=
funky boots or cartoon fkpares. All are
available on silk .
scarves s well as on

her tnaffbes. I fsnt

clear which s
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ganache mice, with almond ears and red
salin tails. “They're sweet looking.”
ewmer Paula Burdick says. And, she
sdds after & mament’s thiught, “0f
coarse, chey're dellclons, oo

— Posja Flatin !
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